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| would like to express an overwhelming 
sense of gratitude for your tremendous 
support and your genuine love. To say that | 
am incredibly grateful fo serve as your 
Presiding Bishop is in no way sufficient. 


This auspicious occasion not only warmed 
my heart but increased my passion and 
fervor to serve the Lord’s people - and in 

doing so, to please Him. 


While | am unable to sufficiently thank all of - 
you for such unwavering support, | pray that . 4 
| can demonstrate my immense ? ah 
appreciation by serving our great Church to ws 
the absolute best of my ability, leaning 
wholly on the Lord. 


(Vresuidtivp iy (Disiyp 
ne Drew Sheard — 


Chief Apostle - Eighth in Succession 
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The WHOLE TRUTH 


presents this special, inaugural gala edition to commemorate the celebration of 
Bishop John Drew Sheard's elevation to the esteemed Office of the 


Presiding Bishop for the Church Of God In Christ. 


The grand, celebratory affair occurred on July 18, 2022 in the Presiding Bishop's 
home city of Detroit, Michigan, at Cobo Hall's Huntington Place 


A myriad of family, saints and, Church leadership gathered to | 
welcome Presiding Bishop J. Drew Sheard and First Lady Karen Clark-Sheard 


to their esteemed place of servant leadership to the Lord's people, and to 


graciously lend honor where it is due. 
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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION 


The Indelible 
Impact of Ministry 


An Interview with 


PRESIDING BISHOP J. DREW SHEARD 


The Whole Truth (TWT) was excited for the opportunity to conduct 
an exclusive, in-depth interview with our remarkable leader, Presiding 
Bishop J. Drew Sheard. Quite graciously, Bishop Sheard candidly 
imparts wisdom for the church of today, and for younger ministers 
who are currently aspiring and postured to lead our future church. 


Additionally, Bishop Sheard also lends insight as to his personal, 
God-ordained path in ministry, which successfully developed into his 
current Kingdom assignment to lead the oldest Pentecostal denomination 
in the world, and 4th largest Protestant group in the United States. 


TWT would like to extend sincere thanks to our Presiding Bishop for 
allowing us invaluable time and access to share his personal thoughts 
and journey with our readership. 
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An Interview with 


Presiding Bishop 


J. DREW SHEARD 


By Pastor Reginald Boswell 


If you remove the impact of ministry from our lives, you remove the 
lynchpin from which our hope is built. The burning that God places in 
the heart for ministry cannot be quenched until it comes to pass, even 
though the steps on the road you travel remain a mystery. Yet if you 
remain steadfast, when the path is revealed, it is a beautiful sight. 
As God continues to manifest victory in our lives, 
it is a pleasure to serve the people of God. 


“Tam so grateful for what God has done and how He has made ways for me. 
God has orchestrated things for me. My whole life has been a God thing.” 
—Presiding Bishop J. Drew Sheard 
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TWT: How did you process the responsibility of 
your mantle at an early age, before becoming the 
man you are today? 


PRESIDING BISHOP SHEARD: 
I kept trusting in God and He kept making ways 
for me with different challenges. I started at a very 
early age. I would work on projects beyond my 
scope, which taught me early on to learn how to 
accept challenges. Since my friends were older 
than me, I would participate in mature situations. 
Therefore, as I moved into ministry, I would take 
chances on projects that others would avoid. 
aa For instance, with my first 
church, no one would have 
thought anything would 
come of it, but I was 
willing to accept the 
challenges God placed 
before me. God blessed 
and that church became 
full. 


A bigger challenge was our second church, which 
seemed like a mammoth undertaking. I, my wife, 
and two children entered a much larger facility. 

At first, fear came knocking when things appeared 
desolate and thoughts came saying, ‘no one would 
come,’ but God favored us and filled that church 
also. God continued to give us grace concerning the 
challenges that I had to face. God was equipping 
me for what I had to do. Knowing that God would 
not give up on me, I had become a person who 
adjusted well to dealing with new levels of stress. 
So, it worked out for me. I am so grateful for what 
God has done and how He has made ways for me. 


TWT: What Biblical figure would you model 
yourself after and say, ‘I am most like this guy’? 


PRESIDING BISHOP SHEARD: 


Without a doubt it is David. Especially in his 
younger years, even with his jealously of Saul 

- how David had to run to protect himself, and 

how David had the opportunity to come upon his 
predecessor. He just cut a piece of his garment and 
said, “I was right there. I could have done this, but I 
didn’t.’ It’s always been a thing where I would have 
some issues or some problems with some people 
who were in front of me. They really didn’t want 
me to get to where I believed, and perhaps where 
they believed, God wanted me to get. Still, God’s 
favor prevailed. Recalling my first church - from 
the start, many friends thought it was not a good 
idea to accept the assignment because there were 
only eight people there. However, God blessed that 
congregation to excel beyond the other churches I 
was offered during that point in my life. 


TWT: If someone was under the impression 
that you came up the easy way, being the son of 
the late, highly esteemed Bishop John Sheard, 
would they be correct? 

PRESIDING BISHOP SHEARD: 
They would be terribly mistaken. They don’t know 
my story. First, when I started pastoring a church, 
my dad was not a bishop. I was in the North 
Central Michigan Jurisdiction starting while he was 
a Superintendent in Southwest Jurisdiction One. 
When my dad became a bishop, Greater Emmanuel 
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was doing well. Many thought I would abandon 
Bishop H. J. Williams and serve under my father 
but the thing is, I am a loyalist. Bishop Williams 
gave me achance, so I stayed with him, and my 
father understood that. It was not a situation where 
we were in the lap of luxury. We did the work. We 
went out in the street to witness, posted billboards, 
and passed out tracts. It was God who added the 
increase. 


TWT: What challenges do the youth face today 
that remain a constant as in times past? 


PRESIDING BISHOP SHEARD: 
The youth face the challenge of going against what 
everybody else may say is ok. They are pressured 
by pretty much the same pressures. Our young 
people are facing challenges of being normal and 
going along with everybody else. The question 
soon becomes: How do I become above average, 
or how do I become the individual that God wants 
me to become? Unequivocally, it would take a set- 
aside prayer life. Without a relationship with God, 
it is impossible to become different from the rest 
when peer pressure is so great. 

Youth are pressured to have sex out of 
wedlock, they are pressured to use drugs, and 
they are pressured to embrace what has become 
societal norms. When I was the youth leader of the 
church, I used to urge the young people to become 
thermostats and not thermometers; to control 
rather than just register the temperature. We came 
up with a group called the Peersuaders. This 
witnessing ministry was designed so that churched 
young people could become soul-winners and 
convince others to be acquainted with Jesus Christ 
(who makes a difference in anybody’s life). 


TWT: What challenges do the youth face today 
that were not present or of minuscule visibility 
in times past? 

PRESIDING BISHOP SHEARD: 
There was a minimal amount of pressure back in 
my day concerning same sex or homosexuality. 
These current norms our youth face and are 
confronted to accept as okay are outrageous. 
These have developed into real issues, including 
identifying their sexuality. It is unfair, but we must 
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equip them to be who God intended them to be. 

The Youth Ministry must prepare our 
young people with being able to confront current 
challenges. When I was president of the Youth 
Department, we started the Young Men of Valor, 
and we also had the Y.E.S. (Young Excited and 
Saved) Club to train our youth. I am very happy 
for our youth leaders, Pastor Nathaniel Green and 
Evangelist Vandalyn Kennedy, and I am sure they 
are going to do an excellent job in preparing our 
youth to take on the challenges. 


TWT: What are the advantages of coming up 
through the ranks and holding various offices in 
the church? 


PRESIDING BISHOP SHEARD: 
Taking the route of growing up in the church, you 
are familiar with the different aspects of the church. It 
is important, if you are really going to be effective 
as a leader, that you have some idea of how the 
church operates. I contend that if you aspire to 
leadership, you have to study leaders. Coming 
up through the ranks in our church allows you to 
observe various leaders and their styles. 

I had the unique privilege of coming up 
through the Youth Department. I served as executive 
secretary, then president, then in A.I.M. (Auxiliaries 
in Ministry) as executive secretary, vice chairman, 
and eventually the chairman. One of my mentors, 
Bishop Roy L. H. Winbush, told me when I had 
become chairman of A.I.M., “If you can successfully 
do this, you will know how to run the church.” 

That is because A.I.M. is a microcosm of the entire 
church. Being in the different positions in the 

church and really applying yourself to them gives 
you an opportunity to meet different people and to 
understand their values of the church. Observing 
leaders' styles and temperaments helps develop 
personal ideas of what you think best for the church.” 

When taking the route of not being brought 
up in the church, people may do well, but they are 
not tied to some of the traditions of the church. I 
see that as a pro and acon. If you don’t know the 
traditions of the church you may come up with 
something fresh. On the other hand, it may mean 
that you come up with something that the church 
cannot adjust to or accept. 


TWT: What pitfalls could be avoided that cause 
unnecessary hardship when working in ministry? 


PRESIDING BISHOP SHEARD: 
That one is easy. One of the major pitfalls is ‘self.’ 
Sometimes people get caught up in themselves. 
This causes unnecessary hardship because if an 
individual highlights their abilities and affinities and 
does not highlight that it is God, they will always 
have problems. People’s egos are pitfalls; you must 
understand that church is more than what you want 
to do or what you see. If you get into the church.and 
only see how the church could benefit you, you got 
the wrong spirit. Therefore, leaders in God’s church 
should never forget that it is God who empowers 
them to lead. 

I’ve been disappointed during the journey. 
If I did not get the things I thought I had a shot at, I 
realized it was not the time to swell up and act ugly, 
or act like the church owes me something. It is an 
honor to serve; it is a privilege to serve. If you think 
the church owes you something because you have 
a college degree or because of your pedigree, you 
messed up. It is an honor to serve the people of the 
Lord. If you don’t look at it that way and you look at 
it like some sort of entitlement, you should not be in 
leadership, in my opinion. 


TWT: What do you think about a person who wants 
to work in the church but feels they do not fit in? 


PRESIDING BISHOP SHEARD: 
That’s up to the leader. Leadership is finding what 
people’s strengths and weaknesses are and putting 
them in places where they can further matriculate and 
become mature enough to adapt to the season or the 
situation that they are in. It would be unfair for me 
to put you in a position that I know you can’t handle. 
That’s setting you up for failure. True leadership, 
godly leadership does not set people up for failure. 
And sometimes we must get right in the middle and 
smooth things out so that people can work together, 
and we must somehow knock down or knock off the 
rough ends so that we can keep people together. We 
all must be able to work together if we are Christians; 
we need to find our commonalities and go from there. 
For example, if you have a commonality that you 
want to build Sunday School, it does not mean that 
you are not saved because you are not singing in the 


choir. We must find the commonality, and we 
have got to make sure that people develop their 
strengths to do what is best for them, and for 
what God has called them to be. 


TWT: What were the circumstances that led 
you to meet your lovely wife, and how did 
that encounter change the trajectory of your 
life? 

PRESIDING BISHOP 
SHEARD: I can’t really tell you when I met 
my wife. Our families had been somewhat 
acquainted ever since I can remember. What 
a lot of people don’t know is that my wife’s - 
older sister, Denise, used to babysit me and my 
brother. As I became older, my sister-in-law, 
Twinkie, and I became very close. I used to 
ride my bike down the street and sometimes 
Twinkie and I would just talk for hours. Later, 
I would take her to the airport and keep her 
car. Being close to Twinkie, Karen caught my 
eye differently. I will never forget when my 
mother-in-law was coming from a musical, | 
saw Karen standing on the porch, and it was a 
whole different feeling. I saw her in a different 
way from then on, and our relationship grew 
into a romance. I began to pursue her. We 
started dating when I was twenty. I was in 
ministry and she was involved in the singing 
ministry. As time went on, we began to see that 
we were interested in each other and loved each 
other. That’s how our relationship evolved into 
a more serious relationship and of course, the 
rest is history. Where would I be if I did not 
have her by my side? My whole life has been a 
God thing. God has orchestrated things for me. 
TWT 


Pastor Reginald Boswell serves at Berea Church of God 
in Christ (16067 Hwy 72, Rogersville AL), Alabama First 
Jurisdiction, where Bishop O.L. Meadows is prelate. 
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You Are My Heart 


“Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land” (Proverbs 31:23). 


E ntrepreneur Jim Rohn once observed, “The challenge of leadership is to be 
strong, but not rude; to be kind, but not weak; to be bold, but not bully; to be 
thoughtful, but not lazy; to be humble, but not timid; to be proud, but not arrogant; 
and to have humor, but without folly.” Our Presiding Bishop has met the challenge 
of leadership with integrity, humility, wisdom, strength, and kindness. Bishop’s 
commitment to being a servant leader to this honorable church has been one of 
unquestionable integrity. I am ecstatic about all that you have accomplished 
through prayer, faithfulness and through a ministry that meets God’s people where 
they are and encourages them to go higher. 


You have inspired us through your leadership of excellence, dedication, and your 
commitment to the Church of God in Christ. What you have done has made, and 
will continue to make, an indelible impact. I am thankful that the life that you live 
has no deviation, whether in public or private. 


You have served as a beacon of light and hope for countless young men and 
women in not only Detroit, but across the world. As a teacher by trade, your effect 
on others has no end, because the influence you've had on your pupils and those 
who follow them cannot be measured. 


It takes courage to be a servant leader in pursuit of strengthening not only yourself, 
but more so the team. As a body of believers, you encourage us to function as a 
team, serving God’s people, and I am encouraged everyday by your willingness 

to seek out and submit to God’s will for His people. It is an honor to stand beside 
you, guarding your heart. I believe that God has ordained you for this time in the 
history of the nations, to stand and boldly proclaim that Jesus is truly the Way, 

the Truth and the Life. 


Lovingly, 
Karen 


THE WHOLE TRUTH 


19 


As 
= 
=) 
(ae 
= 
LU 
ill) 
O 
= 
LLI 
a 
ee 
S) 
N 


ae 
= 
=) 
(ae 
se 
LU 
ail) 
O 
: 
LU 
ale 
ES 
NN 
NN 


23 


THE WHOLE TRUTH 


From A Daddy’s Girl 


"Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward" (Psalm 127:3). 


National Church during your tenure as AIM chair - 
not to mention the personal sacrifices and generosity 
[ve witnessed you make for those to whom you’re 
assigned. 

Your integrity and selflessness have raised 
many of our hopes in churchmen and the church. 
God is with you and I’ve been blessed to see it 
firsthand. You’ ve shown me, with your life, that 
worship is a lifestyle. You are a major leader who is 
still submissive to God’s will and authority! You’ ve 
embraced sonship, as pastor and bishop. Your way of 
educating, strategizing, branding, and developing is 
what makes your leadership special. In your service 
and love for others in business as well as ministry, 
you seek to cover and protect others. The healthy 
balance of spirituality and connectivity with all 
generations is what makes you timeless. 

There’s so much to say. However, I’d say that 

if I didn’t have you as Dad, I’d still choose you as a 
Dea r [) Bye 3 leader, spiritual father, and friend. May your life be 
filled with God-moments, meaningful conversations, 
purposeful moves, good health, and God-ordained 
choices. I honor you. I love you! 


T’ve found it to be true: The quality of 
a father can be seen in the goals, dreams, and 
aspirations he sets, not only for himself but for 
his family. I’m proud to be your daughter and a 
product of you. 

Id like to say the same about the Kierra 
quality of your leadership. The goals, dreams, 
and aspirations you have for our church are 
astonishingly progressive and impactful. With 
your leadership and the brilliant minds with 
which you work, over $100,000 dollars have 
gone to pastors and ministries affected by 
COVID, and $200,000 to Louisiana and Texas 
hurricane survivors. 

You’ ve organized the delivery of 
thousands of cases of water to the Flint water 
crisis; a monthly distribution of food from the 
GEI campus; over $1 million in scholarships to 
COGIC students; gave over $1 million to the 


Love, 


He,’ 
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To The Best Father 


“Honor your father and mother, as the Lord God commanded you, that your days may be long...” 


(Deuteronomy 5:16). 


Dad, 


I am beyond proud and inspired! You have been the ultimate role 
model. There’s no guy that matches who you’ ve been to me. You’ve 
been the best father and a God-send through life. I’m grateful for your 
counsel and constant way of showing up in my life. You’ve shown me 
how to love, be ambitious, honor my mother and sister, and the prestige 
there is in being integral. 


There’s so much more I can write but it would be more than this 
booklet. Your standard as a Man of God has inspired me in so many 
ways. What you preach in the pulpit is what you live at home. You're 
an ideal man and I’m proud to say that you’re my Presiding Bishop 
— oras I like to call it, “The Presiding Bishop of the United States of 
God In Christ.” LOL! 


I’m overjoyed to be your son and I wear your name as a badge 
of honor. 


Congratulations Dad! 


Your son, 


J. Drew Sheard II 
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The Epitome of a Servant Leader 


REE Re 


"Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to 
you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate 
their faith" (Hebrews 13:7). 
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a3 h ere are many things to be 


said about Bishop J. Drew Sheard. His family may 
tell you that he’s a great son, brother, husband, and 
father. To other men, he’s an outstanding mentor. 
His congregants may say he’s a great pastor and 
leader. But what I’d tell you is that he embodies all 
of those things and more. He’s truly one of a kind. 
Bishop Sheard’s patience, dedication and 
hardworking mentality are admirable! These 
qualities and others make it easy to serve under 
his leadership. I have had the privilege of being a 
member of Greater Emmanuel Institutional Church 
of God in Christ for 27 years. That’s nearly my 
Chalcee Norwood whole life. In those years, I have been able to learn 
Greater Emmanuel Institutional COGIC skills that transcend church and can be used in both 
(Detroit, Ml) my personal and professional life. 

Bishop Sheard has watched me grow 
through grade school, graduate high school and 
college, and even become just like him! He has 
not only watched me physically grow up, but has 
played a major role in my growth in Christ. He has 
invested time and resources not only in me, but in 
many youth and young adults. 

Bishop is always encouraging and regularly 
checks in with us to to see what new things we’ ve Ee 
accomplished. It is evident that he cares. He is the E 
epitome of a servant leader. I am very appreciative 

of Presiding Bishop Sheard, and to be a daughter of 
his ministry. 
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_ ‘And I shall give you pastors according to my own heart 
2 | which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding" 
@ (Jeremiah 3:15). 


At the age of 5,1 tragically lost my father 
in a house fire. Having absolutely nothing to our name, 
my mom relocated us from Illinois to Highland Park, 
MI where I lived with my grandmother. The sting of 
losing my father stayed with me into my teenage years. 
Although my mom and grandmother did a wonderful 
job raising me, there was just a part of me that longed 
for my father. 

Everything I could remember of what a real 
man was came from the memory of that 5-year-old boy. 
Growing up, my grandmother would teach me how to 
pray and as a teenager, I would pray that God would 
send a man that would teach me how to be a man. One 
day, my high school choir director invited me to his 
church and there, I met a person who was more than 
someone just preaching from the podium. It was like 
everything in me said, ‘“That’s him!’ I had just turned 17 
and I knew then, it wasn’t just the words that came from 
his mouth, but it was how he carried himself that caught 
all of my attention. Honestly, when I joined Greater 
Emmanuel, I was looking for a mentor; someone who 
could teach me who | was to become. I was searching 
for a father. 

Bishop J. Drew Sheard has shown and taught 
me so much over the past 30* years that it’s too much to 
detail. But I will say, his life has been a model for my 
life. He taught me that life wouldn’t always be easy but 
not to quit - just ‘hang in there.’ When life gives you 
lemons, make lemonade. He has been so consistent 
since the 1st day I met him, and sincere about doing 
God’s work and loving God’s people. 

As a teenager, I was not wise. Instead of 
pushing me away, however, Bishop Sheard did 
something that wasn’t popular. He pulled me closer to 
him and loved me as a father would love his son. It was 
at this moment that I decided that I really wanted to 
give my life to God. You see, Bishop Sheard has always 


Se S ‘A 


Elder Eddie ackson 


Greater Emmanuel Institutional COGIC 
(Detroit, Ml) 


been bigger than life to me - from watching him 
as a teenager preach Heaven down in that small 
church on the corner of Lincoln and Sturtevant in 
Highland Park, to this very day as the Presiding 
Bishop of The Church of God in Christ. The 
father that he has been to me has been magnified 
to the nation. 

To this day, I am still excited to live this 
life for Christ! There are times when I just watch 
him and stand in amazement of him. My 
admiration for him has only grown because the 
integrity that he lives by and leads with is second 
to none. This is not an act; what you see is really 
who he is. I would often say, when handling 
business or anything, ‘How would Bishop handle 
this situation?’ 

Thank you Bishop Sheard because you 
not only introduced me to the Father that saved 
me and changed my life, but you covered me and 
loved me like a spiritual father would. So I will 
always protect you like a spiritual son should. 
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"The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much" (James 5:16). 


Dear Bishop Sheard, 


am writing this letter to let you know 
how grateful to God I am for you and your 
leadership. God continues to bless me because He 
continues to bless you. The impact you have on 
my life continues to be enlightening! 

When you preach and teach God’s Word, 
it’s easy for me to continue to gain knowledge and 


Sis. LaTany a Brantley understanding of God. You certainly give biblical 
| Greater Emmanuel Institutional COGIC instruction and you make plain how to live our 
(Detroit, MI) lives according to the Word of God. 


Your interaction with people is truly an 
example of the question, “What would Jesus do?” 
I’ve watched and witnessed you continuously 
take time and show love to your members. Your 
care for us inspires me to move out of my comfort 
zone and witness for Christ, and to also show love 
to others. 

I don’t think you know how much it 
means to me to know that you are praying for me. 
Sometimes when I am experiencing difficulties, 

I can hear you say, ‘Hang in there, Sis. Brantley.’ 
Bishop, I know that you care for us...thank you. 

Thank you again for being a living 
demonstration of how to be a doer of the Word, 
and showing the love that God has for His 
children. I believe that you are the best Pastor, 
Bishop and Presiding Bishop who ever lived. 

May God continue to strengthen you as 
He did for David, and increase your wisdom as 
| He did for Solomon. 


Love you with the love of Christ. 
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RECAP i , REVIEW 


The Grand Inaugural Gala for s 


| 2 e ® ; 
Presiding Bishop SHEARD — |: 
. In 
: F of 
By Elder David-George Newsome SI 
F Sl 
F pa 
Fhe 
A E 
glorious, grand and auspicious event took place in The Motor City 4 
or Motown or the Automobile Capital of the World. Detroit is known B be 
by several names but on this particular day, the city could certainly be q 4 
deemed, COGIC City. ; 


This event was 2,403 days in the making and finally came to fruition 
on Monday, July 18, 2022 in Cobo Hall’s Huntington Place. The Saints IM 
came from near and far to join in the celebration for the evening. | 


COGIC had not gathered in Detroit in such a large way since 2016 for | a 
the 66th Annual International Women’s Convention, and in 2008 for the F as 


International Auxiliaries In Ministry Convention. 
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here are 23,181 days, 


556,344 hours, 33,380,640 
minutes and 2,002,838 400 
seconds between January |, 
1959 and July 18, 2022. The 
first date is the birthdate of our 
Presiding Bishop and Chief 
Apostle, the Most Reverend J. 
Drew Sheard. The second date 
of course was the date when thousands of people 
gathered for a special night of celebration honoring 
Bishop Sheard on his election and elevation to the 
highest office in our great Church. 

A retrospective look at Bishop Sheard’s 
life reveals that it has been divinely ordained and 
inspired from his very early days, born as the first 
of two sons to John Henry and Willie Mae (Gordon) 
Sheard. Superintendent Ethan B. Sheard, Bishop 
Sheard’s younger brother, was asked what their 
parents would think about this occasion. Without 
hesitation he referred to Mother Sheard’s high pitch 
voice and how elevated it would be as she observed 
the events of the evening, while Bishop Sheard 
would keep emphasizing the fact that his son had 
become the Presiding Bishop. Although Mother 
Sheard passed away in 2020, Bishop John Henry 
Sheard was able to see his son elected and serve 
several months as the Presiding Bishop and Chief 
Apostle. The Sheards have deep roots in COGIC 
_ as the Presiding Bishop’s grandfather succeeded 
_ Bishop Mason as the pastor of the Mother Church in 
: Mississippi. 
: Evangelist Kierra Sheard-Kelly, in her 
' tremarks for the evening, likened her dad’s life to 
' Matriculation at the collegiate level. She referenced 
' his family time as his bachelor’s degree; his church 
_ as his master’s level experience; and the jurisdiction/ 
' National service as the doctorate level that prepared 
| him for the highest position within our great Church. 
Having earned two degrees and teaching 
| Mathematics in school, Bishop Sheard’s life was 
| Catapulted into ministry in 1988 when Bishop H.J. 
| Williams assigned him to a small church in Highland 


Park with 50 members. 
Superintendent Ethan 
Sheard said it best, “‘It is 
literally like everything 

he (Bishop Sheard) 
touches turns into gold.” 
This is certainly the case 
for Greater Emmanuel 
Institutional Church of 
God In Christ, which 
quickly outgrew the small 
facility in Highland Park. They would move to 
a larger facility on the Southfield Freeway with 
a stop at Baily Cathedral before landing at their 
current home at Schaefer Highway and 7 Mile in 
the heart of Detroit - a nearly 50,000 square foot 
facility. 


The Road to the 
Presiding Bishop’s Office 


Presiding Bishop Sheard has always been 
destined for leadership. He served in many 
departments on the national level but led the 
Youth Department (1997-2004) before 
becoming chairman of the Auxiliaries In 
Ministries summer convention (2005-2012), 
where he led in consecutive years of highly 
attended and successful conventions. 

In 2010, Bishop H.J. Williams, who 
Bishop Sheard served faithfully for many years, 
indicated that the Lord told him to move aside 
and make room for the young man. So, in 
August 2010, Bishop Sheard was consecrated 
as the new jurisdictional prelate of the Michigan 
North Central Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction. Two 
short years later, Bishop Sheard was elected to 
the General Board, attaining the second highest 
number of votes. He was re-elected in 2016 and 
in March 2021, was reelected and subsequently 
became the Presiding Bishop and Chief Apostle 
of our great Church. 
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About That Night 


f you have not yet done so, please review the clips of the grand Inaugural Gala 
occasion on social media. With a color scheme of red and black with illuminate red roses 
as the accentuate centerpiece flower, the gala décor was superb, to say the very least, 
while the ambience was topnotch. The saints were beautifully dressed and prepared for 
the momentous occasion. Sister Cynthia Anderson and the team did an outstanding job 
organizing this grand affair. 

The saints came from near and far to witness such a meaningful occasion. The 
city of Detroit and the state of Michigan have always had a special place in the life of our 
Church. Sixty years after the death of our beloved Founder and Chief Apostle, Bishop 
Charles Harrison Mason in Detroit, Michigan, our current Presiding Bishop and Chief 
Apostle was elected as the eighth leader in succession while seated in his Detroit, Michigan 
sanctuary. 

Board members, elected and appointed officials, our beloved International General 
Supervisor - Mother Barbara McCoo Lewis, as well as elected and ecumenical officials from 
Michigan and beyond were present. Special guests included Bishop Liston Page, Second 
Assistant Presiding Bishop of the Highway Churches; Bishop William Murphy (who was on 
a family vacation and flew in for the evening); and Mr. Otis Sheard, the beloved uncle of the 
Presiding Bishop and the last of the siblings of Bishop John Henry Sheard. 
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See ce 


He Didn’t Just Begin 


ur Presiding Bishop went to work almost immediately after being elected 


our eighth leader in succession. The celebration on July 18 was not a commencement of 
service, but simply a pause to collectively thank God for all that He has done. A look at the 
records for Presiding Bishop Sheard’s first year is impressive, at the very least: 


Garnered a partnership with Waste Management; 

Instituted the [ Love My Church campaign which raised more than $2.5 Million 
dollars to support our operations; 

Completed infrastructure updates to most of the facilities on our International 
World Headquarters Campus; 

Massive renovations at Saints Academy in Lexington, Mississippi; 

Pandemic Relief services for churches, including a partnership with the National 
Council of Black Churches; 

Disaster relief for families; 

Raises, bonuses, additional Insurance options for our Headquarters staff; 

Major funds available for local churches and pastors to sustain vital community 
ministries; , 

Office of Social Justice established to continue the great work of our Church in 
making lasting and immediate changes within the communities which house our 
12,000 churches. 


These are only the highlights for the first year! There are many more significant 
accomplishments that we can all share. Suffice it to say, “The half has not been told.” 


The Saints are Saying 


G6 U 

pon seeing the save-the-date posted on Facebook, I began to prepare to be in 
attendance at this momentous occasion. The air was filled with glee and jubilation leading 
up to the weekend. This was a celebration long awaited by all. As we entered the ballroom, 
the elegant décor was breath-taking, filled with the sweet essence of red rose bouquet 
arrangements throughout the room. Congratulations again, to Presiding Bishop J. Drew 
Sheard and Lady Karen Clark-Sheard!” —Sis. Cassandra Scott, St. Louis, Missouri 


66 | 

knew this day would come. Bishop and Lady Sheard are two of the humblest people 
I have ever met...and they have never changed! We go back 50 years or more and I am still, 
‘Big Sis!’ What the Lord is going to do for our Church through Presiding Bishop Sheard 
will be nothing less than remarkable. I am so glad that I had the opportunity to be present 
for the evening.” —Pastor Maria Gardner Langston, Antioch, California 


G6 DB 

ishop Sheard and I were consecrated at the same time, and I can attest to the 
fact that God has blessed his hands and his ministry to go to levels that only He could take 
it. Bishop Sheard has always been a topnotch leader as evidenced in his local church, the 
International Youth Department and, of course, the International AIM Convention. I am 
glad to call him brother, friend and now Presiding Bishop and Chief Apostle. Lady Dorothy 
and I pray God’s continued blessings on them always!” — Bishop Samuel Duncan, Jr., 
Michigan Southwest Third — Lansing, Michigan 


66 DB 

ishop Sheard’s story is one that cements the message, ‘Serving the Lord will pay 
off after while!’ Bishop Sheard served well in his jurisdiction for which he was rewarded. 
We have seen him work on the national level for which he has also been rewarded. God is 
going to continue to reward him because of his faithfulness. I am so grateful to God that 
Lady Ann and J are here to witness what great and marvelous things the Lord is going to do 
through The Most Reverend J. Drew Sheard!” —Bishop Robert L. Perry, Auxiliary Bishop 
— Illinois Fifth West 
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Final Thoughts 


ia and Lady Sheard were finally released to have words at the end of the gala 
celebration. Bishop began by saying how overcome he was with emotion when he walked 
in the room to see such a large gathering of people to celebrate his elevation. Since June 16, 
_ 1984, the lovely Evangelist Karen Clark Sheard has been the life partner for our Presiding 
Bishop. She has labored to beautify all that God has blessed them to do in life and ministry. 
Love exudes from the Presiding Bishop whenever he speaks of his lovely wife. This night 
was no different! 


Bishop Sheard told all present how thankful he was for their support and prayers. Other 
nuggets from his remarks included: 
e First, he promised that he would do all in his power to never bring shame to the 
Office of Presiding Bishop and Chief Apostle; 
e Bishop Sheard announced that some of the funds from the evening will be shared 
with COGIC Charities to continue the great work of that group; 
e He thanked the leadership of the Church for embracing him and for their support; 
e He thanked all of his family (Kierra Sheard Kelly and husband Jordan, J. Drew II, 
Jacob and Kali Drew) including his sisters-in-love - Jacky, Twinkie and Dorinda. 
e He discussed some partnerships that have come to fruition during his tenure, 
including a significant donation from the National Council of Black Churches 
which lead him to his closing point: “Learn to get glad for what you have and 
what God is doing in your life! Bless God now and He will give you some more 
e Finally, he wanted everyone to know that he loves everybody! 


{22 


“Tf the Lord has done anything for you....,’ are the words with which our Presiding Bishop 

begins most of his remarks. Presiding Bishop Sheard, the Lord has done so much for us and 
now He has blessed us with you as our leader. We will always keep you and Lady Karen in 

our thoughts and prayers as you continue to lead us on. We thank God for the leader that we 
have in anticipation that He will give you many more years of service! TWT 


Elder David-George Newsome is a resident of Los Angeles, California and a member of the Greater St. Luke 
Church of God In Christ (Administrative Assistant Gary Watkins, Sr, Pastor). He and his wife, Melba White 
Newsome, are the parents of James (Shantelle) and JaMel and grandparents to four lovely granddaughters: 
JaMilah, Zion, Journee and Addelyn. 
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With very little fanfare, Superintendent 
Sheard has watched his brother methodically 
tackle projects to bolster the church’s financial 
state, while simultaneously bringing church 
leaders together for the purpose of influencing 
the next generation. 

“I knew my brother (Presiding Bishop 
Sheard) would be great for the church,” he 
said. “He has done a tremendous job.” 

The younger Sheard beamed with 
excitement as he talked about how his brother 
is not afraid to delegate authority. “He is not 
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A Passionate 
Progress Report 


By Evangelist Missionary Sandra Thompson Williams 


t’s been just over a year since Presiding Bishop J. Drew Sheard took 

the helm of the national church. Since his inception, he has exceeded the 
expectations of his younger brother, Superintendent Ethan Sheard. In the 
middle of a pandemic, the Presiding Bishop has trusted God for wisdom to 
guide the COGIC ship in the right direction. 


threatened by the age, position or success of his 
fellow clergymen. He was elected to do a job and 


he is doing it well.” 


Superintendent Sheard acknowledges 
that his brother is well connected spiritually. 
“I believe he has a pipeline to God. I’m most 
proud of his love for God because it dictates his 
actions. That love is then directed to the people 
of God.” 

Through social media, many people have 
witnessed Bishop Sheard getting down on his 
knees in prayer to spiritually lead the church in 
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the manner on which it was founded. As it happens, 
this prayerful leader is both a mathematician as well 
as a successful businessman. Superintendent Sheard 
says he is always amazed at how far his brother 

has ascended, from leading a small membership 

to a vibrant church that is one of the largest in our 
denomination. 

The respect that the Superintendent has for 
his brother is evident. “I’ve personally seen God 
working in his life,” Superintendent Sheard said. 
‘When he says God told him something, I trust him,” 
he stated. 

It is nearly impossible to not wonder what 
Bishop Sheard’s late parents — Bishop John Henry 
Sheard and Mother Willie Mae Sheard - would 
think of his decisions during the first year of his 
administration. His parents were the anchors of the 
close-knit Sheard family and supported in many 
areas. Their recent transitions to Glory are, of course, 
fresh on the minds of the Sheard brothers, as well as 
all who knew and cherished them. 

Only Bishop John H. Sheard was able to 
witness his son’s elevation to the highest office of 
our church. Superintendent Sheard believes that their 
mother would have been very satisfied, tremendously 
elated and excited because her son was operating 
in the way he was taught. Mother Sheard raised her 
sons to be leaders. “In my mind, I can see my mother 
yelling and cheering right now,” Superintendent 
Sheard said, with both arms in the air to imitate how 
she would behave. While she knew of her son’s 
desire to seek the office, she was not able to witness 
the elevation. Not many months following their 
mother’s heavenly promotion, Bishop John Henry 
Sheard also transitioned. 

“Our father greatly respected my brother,” 
Superintendent Sheard recalled. “After the election, 
he would stand up on his feet when my brother 
entered the room. It was out of sheer respect. I have 
found myself doing the same thing,” he said. 

When asked what he believed his brother’s 
biggest challenge to be, Superintendent Sheard 
answered without hesitation: “His biggest challenge 
has been getting the people to know him. Many have 
heard about him or read things about him, but they 
just don’t know him. When they get to know him, 


they will understand that he is here to help them and 
not hurt them.” 

According to the Superintendent, the 
Presiding Bishop believes in accountability and takes 
his fiduciary responsibility very seriously. “When 
my brother developed the “I Love My Church” 
campaign, it was because he loved the church and he 
knows that others love it too,” he indicated. 

The inaugural ball was a great start for the 
people to get to know him. There were 1700 guests 
who attended the event to show their support and 
celebrate his new position. Held at the fabulous 
Huntington Place in downtown Detroit, the room 
was overflowing with beautiful red roses that gave 
a “wow” effect when the guests entered the room. 
Well-wishers include too many to exhaustively name. 
However, among them were members of the General 
Board, musical guest Bishop William Murphy, and 
Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer. 

Currently filling the role of Special Assistan 
to the Presiding Bishop, Superintendent Sheard 
travels with his brother when necessary to attend 
many business and church functions. An astute 
observer, he says he knows where his brother’s 
greatest strength lies. “His greatest strength is his 
dependence on God,” Superintendent Sheard said 
matter-of-factly. “He’s a family man, he has business 
acumen, and he wants everyone to be ok.” 

Superintendent Sheard has great advice for 
his brother after this first year of service. “I want 
him to keep on doing what he is doing,” he said. 
“God has plans for him.” 

When asked how the church could help, he 
responded positively. “Pray for him and trust him,” 
he said. “He has accepted this great responsibility. 
He’s been assigned to take on more so that others 
can be ok.” When your actions are dictated by your 
love for God, as the Superintendent has said, the ship 
Presiding Bishop Sheard now steers is bound to stay 
on course. TWT 


Sandra Thompson Williams is an author and evangelist missionary 
at New Mount Zion, COGIC in St. Louis under Pastor Jessie J. 
Smith, |r Mother Josephine Boyd is her State Supervisor and 
Bishop William L. Harper is her Bishop in Eastern Missouri First. 
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THE REWARD OF A 
LIF E WELL LIVED is often reflect- 


ed from the top of the mountain. It is a blessing to 
look back at the good and the bad, the sweet and 
the sad. While looking back, you have to say ‘thank 
you.’ You now have the realization that every 
experience helped you trust the omnipotent God. 

We salute all of our seniors. They are living 
the promise of God that states: With long life will I 
satisfy him, and shew him my salvation (Psalm 
91:16). They have climbed a little higher than 
others and now persuade men everywhere that they 
too can make it through their surprising 50s into 
their shocking 60s; that they should accept the 
settling 70s and enjoy the magnificent 80s. By 
God’s grace, they have made it to the glorious 
90s...and some will see the extraordinary milestone 
of a century. 
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eh LONG LIFE 


By Evangelist Missionary Sandra Thompson Williams 


The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: 
but those things which are revealed belong unto us 
and to our children for ever, that we may do all the 
words of this law (Deuteronomy 29:29). Who knew 
they would live this long, enjoying the graciousness 
of our Heavenly Father? 

We echo Bishop Marvin Sapp’s song, “Never 
would have made it without you.” Yes, their bodies 
may be feeling feebleness at times, but inside they 
are stronger. They’ve seen a thing or two, so they 
are wiser. They’ve accepted things that they could 
not change, but changed some things through 
prayer and patience. Therefore, they are better. 
Life may have felt like a roller coaster ride at times, 
but they were not derailed because they were lean- 
ing on the Solid Rock named Jesus. 

The COGIC family applauds each senior for 
their steadfastness, for keeping the faith, and for 
never giving up. TWT 


‘Mother Jimmie Lee Malloy 


October 4, 1931 (90 years old) 


‘NorCal Metropolitan 


Bishop Jerry W. Macklin 
Supervisor Gloria Hunt 


Mother Rosie Lee Wright 
July 16, 1929 (92 years old) 
Georgia South Central 

Bishop Norman Harper 

Supervisor Gloria Rodgers 


Mother Vera Mae Townsel 
March 14, 1932 (90 years old) 
California North Central 

Bishop Donald Murray 

Supervisor Farine H. Lee 


Bishop Ocie Booker 
March 13, 1932 (90 years old) 
Illinois First 

Bishop Ocie Booker 

Supervisor Shirley Hughes 


Missionary Ruby Williams 
June 2, 1931 (91 years old) 
Georgia Northern 2nd 

Bishop Mark Walden 

Supervisor Cynthia Mattox 


Mother Barbara (McKay) 
Gilreath 
January 23, 1931 (91 years old) 
Michigan Southwest Agape 

Bishop Clyde D. Jones, Jr. 
Supervisor Loretta Hogan Whitsett 


NONAGENERIANS 


(90-99 years of age) 


Evangelist Pauline Moten 
February 22, 1932 (90 years old) 
Georgia South Central 

Bishop Norman Harper 

Supervisor Gloria Rodgers 


Assistant Supervisor Agnes 
Otha Lang-Logan 

June 15, 1930 (92 years old) 
Michigan Southwest Agape 

Bishop Clyde D. Jones, Jr. 

Supervisor Loretta Hogan Whitsett 


Mother Romilda Rose 
March 2, 1928 (94 years old) 
Georgia South Central 

Bishop Norman Harper 

Supervisor Gloria Rodgers 


Mother Rhoda F. Wright 
Johnson 

March 12, 1927 (95 years old) 
Missouri Western Second 

Bishop John Mark Johnson 
Supervisor Mary K. Sims 


Mother Beatrice Turner 
October 4, 1931 (90 years old) 
Georgia South Central 

Bishop Norman Harper 

Supervisor Gloria Rodgers 


Mother Mary A. Bond 
June 15, 1931 (9I years old) 
Pennsylvania Commonwealth 
Bishop Guy Glimp 
Supervisor Katie Allen 


THE WHOLE TRUTH 


¥ 
| 


1.2 Mother Esther J. Dabney | 
930 (91 years old) November 21, 1926 (95 years a” 
Virginia Second 

Bishop Wilbert L. Daniels, Sr. 

Supervisor Jacquelin G. Holmes 


Kat tie Allen 


CENTENARIANS —~ 


(100 or more years of age) 


Mother Ruth Sawyer Burns 
March 29, 1922 (100 years old) 
Texas Southwest 

Bishop Samuel E. [glehart 

Supervisor Youlander Ford 


Photo Not Shown 


Mother Vata Mae Ca - | 
May 29, 1921 (101 years oe Lo 

Tennessee Fourth : 
Bishop Jerry Maynard 
Supervisor Deola W. Johnson 


Mother Ida Mae Davis 
— ao July II, 1921 (IOI years old) 
Mother Ethel Miller Virginia Second Jurisdiction 
| September 12, 1921 (101 years old) Bishop Wilbert L. Daniels, Sr. 
Arkansas First Jurisdiction : Supervisor Jacqueline G. Holmes 
Bishop Jewel R. Withers, Jr | 
| Supervisor Hazel B. Delon Photo Not Shown. 


To submit individuals for Special Recognition, please contact: 
Dr. Wilma Beauford, Committee Chair, wsmithbeauford@ gmail.com 
Mother Sharon Gans, Vice Chair, ssgans@aol.com 


: 
Sandra Thompson Williams is an author and evangelist missionary at New Mount Zion COGIC in St. Louis under Pastor Jessie 
J. Smith, Jr. Mother Josephine Boyd is her State Supervisor and Bishop William L. Harper is her Bishop in Eastern Missouri First. 
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DETRO\ 


This incredible INAUGURATION ISSUE 
of The Whole Truth is but a glimpse into 
the Church Of God In Christ 
celebrating Presiding Bishop J. Drew Sheard, 
Eighth in Succession, in Detroit, Michigan. 


It was certainly not our intent to exclude any persons or 
groups from this historic portrait, nor could we ever 
encapsulate all that we’d like to portray within a single, 
creative assignment. 


Many thanks to all who gave of their time and contributed 
their creative talent to make this book possible, including: 


Robert E Coleman, Jr. 
Church Of God In Christ, Director of Public Relations 


April Quillen, Editor 
Juan Roberts, Creative Director 


PHOTOGRAPHERS 


Stephen Savage and Quenton Ross 
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ABOUT WITHDOUBT ==—=s—Ss 
The NEW Critically Acclaimed Book From 2 
Presiding BISHOP J. DREW SHEARD! 


Bere i er E e 


"Despite how arrogantly your past may try 10 — _ 
capture and hold you hostage. I need you to 

know that your future is brighter than ever and 
worth the battle." —Bishop J. Drew Sheard 


“A Bout with Doubt is a must read! Bishop 
Sheard has penned an enlightening study of | 
doubt, the enemy's ploy to paralyze the saints. | 
He parallels the questions of the Old Testa- 3 
ment prophet Habakkuk with his own pastoral ae 
encounters in these contemporary times. From 
this analogy, Bishop provides us with a biblical | 
framework to subvert the spirit of doubt on our |, 
way to destiny.” - 

—Mother Barbara McCoo Lewis boa 
General Supervisor International 


his advice to heart and 
are more moved by faith than doubt!" Ag 
—Doug Clay | H 


: | Department of Women =— . | 
- : Church Of God In Christ, Inc. aes 3) 

io "There is no better moment than the — es i 

| resent to have a bout with doubt! Bisho | 

TESISTING THE TEMPTATION OF SILEN7 fitter ‘ is wi : | 
- <a \EF | Sheard is widely known for being a man of ie 
| — ——_a — . prayer and great wisdom. I’m excited to see the 

impact of Pentecostal praying saints who take | 
{ 


General Superintendent | 
Assemblies of God 14 


To purchase visit: 


www.ahoutwithdoubt.com = 8 


